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Top 10 States with Highest Per Capita Currently Infected Patients 

R. Island Arizona Missouri Alabama Maryland Idaho Kentucky Virginia Nebraska Iowa

1 in 31 1 in 34 1 in 37 1 in 41 1 in 41 1 in 43 1 in 45 1 in 50 1 in 52 1 in 53

This week, the U.S. surpassed 10 million cumulative 
COVID-19 cases and 238 thousand deaths.1 in 33 Americans has now tested positive for COVID-19.                  

(compared to 1 in 78 in July)
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Top states with highest 
per capita case count 

over lifetime of the 
pandemic (cases per 

10,000 people)

Highest confirmed daily case 
count on November 5 – 141,769

Confirmed cases (per 10K) Mask wearing (% of population)
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“What America has to understand is that we 
are about to enter Covid hell… It is happening.” 
- Dr. Michael Osterholm, director of the Center 
of Infectious Disease Research and Policy at 
the University of Minnesota

MASK AND FORECAST EDITION
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https://i4di.org/reports/covid19usa/
https://covidcast.cmu.edu/?sensor=fb-survey-smoothed_wearing_mask&level=state&date=20201108&signalType=value&encoding=color&mode=overview
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/11/09/president-elect-biden-coronavirus-advisor-osterholm-says-us-is-about-to-enter-covid-hell.html


TOP 3 STATES BY
LOWEST PERCENTAGE OF MASK WEARERS

WYOMING
Statewide Mask Mandate? No
7 day % Growth in Cases: 44% increase
7 day % Growth in Death: 5% increase
Covid-19 Density: 1 in 32 have tested positive

St. Luke’s Magic Valley hospital, 
one of Idaho’s largest, has 
begun diverting pediatric 
patients to another hospital to 
make room for those with Covid-
19. Read more here.

IDAHO

OKLAHOMAAccording to Delphi Group, 
Wyoming, Idaho, and Oklahoma 
have the lowest percentage of 
mask users. Connecticut, at 
95%, has the highest 
percentage of mask users.

75%
wearing 
masks

77%
wearing 
masks

68%
wearing 
masks

Statewide Mask Mandate? No
7 day % Growth in Cases: 46% increase
7 day % Growth in Death: 9% increase
Covid-19 Density: 1 in 24 have tested 
positive Statewide Mask Mandate? No

7 day % Growth in Cases: 76% increase
7 day % Growth in Death: 14% decrease
Covid-19 Density: 1 in 29 have tested positive

Hospitalizations due to Covid-19 in 
Oklahoma are at a record high. 
The head of the Oklahoma State 
Medical Association says hospitals 
statewide are in a crisis. Read 
more: here

Almost 1 in 3 patients at Wyoming Medical 
Center in Casper are hospitalized with 
COVID-19, exceeding any other illness at 
this time.  Read More: here

https://www.kivitv.com/news/as-covid-19-cases-surge-one-of-idahos-largest-hospitals-had-to-temporarily-stop-taking-patients
https://delphi.cmu.edu/blog/2020/10/12/new-and-improved-covid-symptom-survey-tracks-testing-and-mask-wearing/
https://www.krmg.com/news/local/oklahoma-hospitals-crisis-says-head-state-medical-association/GHGXQR5RYNDY3JB5NSKFYTXIUA/
https://k2radio.com/wyoming-medical-center-ceo-on-covid-surge-this-is-getting-extremely-dire/


IN THE SPOTLIGHT: COVID-19 FORECASTS

*Based on the Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME) models 
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Total deaths projection 

6K

5K

4K

3K

2K

1K

0  

Projected peak in daily deaths - on January 
18 at 2,297/day at current rate of infection 

and prevention practice* 
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Projected daily COVID-19 cases over 
the upcoming two weeks (all models)

130,000 
lives could be saved

by Feb 2021 with 
universal mask 

mandate

Why are some 
predictions so vastly 

different? Models 
differ based on 

assumptions about 
people's behavior.

Most Americans, regardless of political party, favor requiring people to 
wear masks in public when they are around other people.

The CDC creates a national 
ensemble forecast, based on 
models from various organizations, 
to predict the number of COVID-19 
cases and deaths for the upcoming 
14-day period.

As of this week, 33 states
have statewide mask 
mandates. Others have 
regional or metropolitan 

mandates.

The ensemble forecast 
predicts that anywhere 
between 450,000 to 
960,000 new cases 
will likely be reported the 
week ending November 
28, 2020.
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